Thymolipoma is a rare, benign tumour which frequently presents as a symptomless mediastinal mass found on routine chest radiology. It can attain a very large size and may then simulate cardiomegaly. 1-3 We present a case in which computed tomography proved of value in differentiating such a tumour from cardiac enlargement and in depicting the size, extent, location, and consistency of the mass.
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Case report
A 22-year-old woman was originally referred to a cardiologist because of an abnormal chest radiograph (fig 1) obtained during a routine medical examination. The patient admitted to having had increasing dyspnoea for about one year and for this reason had discontinued her studies as a nurse six months previously. At the cardiological examination pulse, blood pressure, heart sounds were normal, and electrocardiography also gave normal results.
Ultrasound 2) carried out in the University of Manchester department of diagnostic radiology showed a large mediastinal mass occupying the lower half of the left hemithorax and extending anteriorly across the midline. The mass, which was separate from the heart and displacing it to the right, was of mixed density, containing fat and foci of calcification. A lipodermoid was considered to be the most likely diagnosis.
At operation the tumour was approached by left thoracotomy through the bed of the sixth rib. A large fatty tumour that arose from the anterior mediastinum and occupied the lower half of the left hemithorax, displacing the left lung upwards and backwards, was found within a discrete shining capsule. The tumour was soft, yellow, and lobulated and was easily dissected from within its capsule. The removed specimen weighed 2600 g.
Histological examination showed the tumour to consist mainly of mature adipose tissue, with areas of thymic tissue containing Hassall's corpuscles but no germinal centres. The appearances were considered typical of a thymolipoma. 
